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contemporary music series Gardens: vol 3

kawara-no-in
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Atelier Jaku’s third and final concert in the ‘Gardens’ series centres
around Kawara-no-in, the site of a semi-legendary pleasure garden in
9th-century Kyoto. This lavish garden was built under the direction of
the high-ranking aristocrat Minamoto no Téru in order to mimic the
famous views of Shiogama Bay (a town in Miyagi prefecture
contiguous with Matsushima, which is considered to be one of
contemporary Japan’s three most beautiful locations). After Toru’s
death the garden fell into disrepair, and for centuries its ruin was said
to be haunted. In the early 15th century, Zeami wrote a nd play called
Toru, rehabilitating the reputation of Kawara-no-in as a site of beauty
and enchantment, and unleashing one of his most densely literary
plays.

This concert will see the world premiere of composer and director
Daryl Jamieson and choreographer and dancer Nobuyoshi Asai’s
multi-sensory reimagining of Zeami’s 7oru, a concert-length (90 min)
work for dancer, solo cello and featuring field recordings and video
from Kyoto and Shiogama entitled wtamakura 7: Shiogama. The final
piece in Jamieson’s seven-part utamakura series, Shiogama is a
culmination of nearly five years of engagement with the poetics of

nature through music, field recording, scent, video, and movement.
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